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Partner of deceased Author, Steig Larsson 
 

 

When I met Stieg Larsson in 1972 he defined himself as 

a feminist. He was just 18 years old, but saw the situation 

of women clearly. He never stopped seeing it. 

  

His actions and his views of the world, can mainly be 

understood from a perspective of women´s rights. 

However, his concern was all forms of discrimination 

against people who may be branded "wrong" at some 

"wrong" point in time. 

  

Sooner or later we might all be affected since we all 

belong to some minority. This is barbarism with a high 

risk factor, since it can erode civilization from within. 

Stieg Larsson wanted to make these dangers visible. By chance, one way turned out to be in the 

form of the Millennium books. 

  

I want to give a snapshot of how these books were received. 

  

In autumn 2009 I was in Spain to accept an award given to Stieg Larsson for his commitment to 

women’s causes, specifically for the Millennium books for taking a strong stand against violence 

against women. Spain had a few years earlier created special courts to handle domestic violence. 

Under the new law, perpetrators were to be brought to trial within 70 hours. If they confess and 

with enough evidence and witnesses, a sentence is passed straight away. If not, the case is referred 

to the next higher court. 

  

A special authority was set up to supervise that the works of the special courts were legally sound. 

This authority, "Observatorio contra la Violencia Domestical y y de Genéro" gave the award to 

Stieg, and for the first time to a man. They said, that the Millennium books were the best text they 

had to show the Spaniards how important the authority´s  work against violence against women 

was. These books reached people. Whereas clever reports or investigations did not. 

Stieg and Eva on a train, 1975 



  

At the award ceremony, I heard the Prosecutor-General´s fiery speech, worthy of any radical 

feminist activist. It was more than just words. He had years of active involvement behind him and 

really stood by what he said. And he said: "I love Lisbeth Salander. Yes, well, I know, as a 

prosecutor, I should not say that, but ...I love Lisbeth Salander."  

 

It was brilliant, funny and very moving. 

  

This was the Observatorio´s official motivation: “"His contribution through literature, to make the 

violence against women visible, a violence which remains in current societies, even in the most 

advanced ones, and because he proved that it is not just desirable, but even possible to build a 

society where violence against women does not exist among its citizens, neither among women nor 

men." 

  

This insight came from a Government authority.  And it is very similar to how many readers have 

grasped the meaning in the books. And remember, it was the readers, not the marketing, who made 

the success possible. That alone says something important. 

  

These responses to the ideas presented are in stark contrast to how the books have been treated 

commercially, from translations and marketing, to adaptations for films and whatever products not 

yet seen. This is a topic which you will discuss more in depth today. 

  

The abyss between commercialisation and original writings also says a lot about our societies, 

where short-term profits override long-term human values, and where people seem to matter 

less and less. 

  

Are we to be stuck on that darkening road, the road that Stieg feared and worked against all 

his life? And also is described in Millennium? I hope not. 

  

I wish you all to have lots of inspiring discussions today... 

 

Eva Gabrielsson 

Stockholm, Sweden 

 


